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In Sophocles’ play Antigone, the protagonist, Antigone, defies the king’s edict and buries her brother,

Polynices, who was deemed a traitor. This act of civil disobedience raises important questions about

the role of individuals in challenging unjust laws and the consequences of such defiance. Antigone’s

actions reveal the tension between the authority of the state and the moral duty to uphold justice, and

her ultimate fate serves as a cautionary tale about the limits of individual resistance. This essay will

analyze the role of civil disobedience in Antigone, exploring the motivations behind Antigone’s

defiance and the implications of her actions.

Antigone’s decision to bury Polynices in defiance of King Creon’s edict is rooted in her unwavering

commitment to familial duty and religious beliefs. She believes that the laws of the gods take

precedence over the laws of men, and she is willing to risk her life to honor her brother and fulfill her

moral obligation. Antigone’s actions embody the principles of civil disobedience, as she consciously

and openly violates an unjust law in pursuit of a higher moral purpose. Her refusal to obey Creon’s

decree is a powerful assertion of individual conscience and a challenge to the legitimacy of the state’s

authority.

Antigone’s defiance also raises questions about the nature of justice and the relationship between the

individual and the law. By disobeying Creon’s edict, Antigone asserts her autonomy and refuses to be

complicit in an unjust act. Her willingness to confront the unjust exercise of power reflects a deep-

seated belief in the inherent rights and dignity of the individual. Antigone’s actions force us to consider



the limits of state authority and the moral obligations of individuals in the face of injustice. Her refusal

to submit to tyranny serves as a reminder of the importance of moral courage and the duty to resist

oppression.

However, Antigone’s act of civil disobedience also carries significant consequences. Despite her

noble intentions, her defiance ultimately leads to her tragic downfall. Creon’s harsh punishment and

Antigone’s subsequent death illustrate the high price of challenging the established order. Antigone’s

fate serves as a cautionary reminder of the risks and sacrifices involved in acts of civil disobedience.

Her story highlights the complex interplay between individual conscience and the power of the state,

and the tragic outcome of her actions underscores the challenges and dilemmas inherent in the

pursuit of justice.

In conclusion, the role of civil disobedience in Antigone is a powerful exploration of the tensions

between individual conscience and the authority of the state. Antigone’s defiance of unjust laws

reflects her unwavering commitment to justice and her refusal to compromise her moral principles.

Her actions compel us to grapple with fundamental questions about the nature of justice, the limits of

state authority, and the moral obligations of individuals in the face of injustice. While Antigone’s act of

civil disobedience ultimately leads to her tragic demise, her unwavering defiance serves as a timeless

reminder of the enduring struggle for justice and the courage of individuals to challenge oppression.

Antigone’s story continues to resonate as a testament to the enduring power of civil disobedience and

the enduring moral imperative to resist injustice.
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