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Sophocles’ play Antigone is a timeless classic that has continued to captivate audiences for centuries.

At the heart of the play is the character of Antigone, a strong-willed and determined young woman

who defies the laws of the state in order to honor her brother’s memory. Antigone’s tragic fate and her

unwavering commitment to her principles make her a compelling and complex heroine. This essay

will analyze the character of Antigone and her role in the play, exploring the ways in which she

embodies the qualities of a tragic heroine.

Antigone is a tragic heroine in the classical sense, as defined by Aristotle in his Poetics. According to

Aristotle, a tragic hero or heroine is a character of noble birth who experiences a reversal of fortune

due to a tragic flaw, or hamartia. Antigone fits this description perfectly, as she is the daughter of

Oedipus, the former king of Thebes. Despite her royal lineage, Antigone’s tragic flaw is her

uncompromising devotion to her family and her refusal to obey the decree of King Creon, which leads

to her downfall.

One of the most striking aspects of Antigone’s character is her unwavering commitment to her

principles. From the very beginning of the play, Antigone is resolute in her determination to bury her

brother Polynices, even in the face of death. When confronted by her sister Ismene, who urges her to

obey Creon’s edict, Antigone declares, “I will bury him myself. And even if I die in the act, that death

will be a glory.” This statement encapsulates Antigone’s unwavering resolve and her willingness to

sacrifice herself for her beliefs.

Antigone’s defiance of Creon’s decree is not simply an act of rebellion, but a deeply personal and

moral decision. In her mind, she is not only fulfilling her duty as a sister, but also upholding the divine



laws of the gods. Antigone’s actions are rooted in her belief that the laws of the gods supersede the

laws of men, and that her duty to her family transcends any earthly authority. This unwavering

commitment to her principles is a defining trait of Antigone’s character and sets her apart as a tragic

heroine.

Antigone’s tragic fate is ultimately sealed by her inability to compromise or yield to the will of others.

Even when faced with the prospect of death, she remains steadfast in her resolve. This steadfastness

is both a strength and a tragic flaw, as it ultimately leads to her downfall. Antigone’s refusal to yield to

Creon’s authority and her unwavering commitment to her principles result in her entombment alive, a

fate that she accepts with grace and dignity.

In addition to her unwavering commitment to her principles, Antigone also exhibits other qualities that

are characteristic of a tragic heroine. She is a figure of great moral integrity and courage, willing to

face the consequences of her actions with bravery and stoicism. In her final moments, Antigone

expresses no regret or fear, but rather a sense of righteousness and conviction. This unwavering

moral integrity and courage in the face of death are essential traits of a tragic heroine, and they serve

to elevate Antigone as a character of great depth and complexity.

Furthermore, Antigone’s tragic fate serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked pride

and the consequences of defying authority. Her downfall is not simply the result of her unwavering

commitment to her principles, but also of her refusal to heed the warnings of others and consider the

potential consequences of her actions. In this sense, Antigone’s tragic fate serves as a powerful

reminder of the perils of hubris and the importance of humility and self-reflection.

In conclusion, Antigone is a tragic heroine whose unwavering commitment to her principles, moral

integrity, and courage in the face of death make her a compelling and complex character. Her tragic

fate serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked pride and the consequences of

defying authority. Antigone’s character and her role in the play are a testament to the enduring power

of classical tragedy and the timeless relevance of the themes explored in Sophocles’ Antigone.
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