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Aldous Huxley’s novel “Brave New World” presents a dystopian society where the government
controls every aspect of its citizens’ lives. Published in 1932, the novel explores the consequences of
a society driven by consumerism, technology, and social control. Huxley’s vision of the future
challenges the reader to consider the dangers of a world where individuality and freedom are
sacrificed for stability and happiness. This essay will explore the themes of control, conformity, and
the loss of humanity in “Brave New World,” and how they resonate with our contemporary society.

The society in “Brave New World” is built on the principles of stability and happiness, achieved
through the control of its citizens. The government uses advanced technology and conditioning to
manipulate people’s thoughts and actions, ensuring that they conform to the established norms. The
citizens are conditioned to believe that their predetermined roles and desires are the key to their
happiness. The government controls every aspect of their lives, from their work and leisure activities
to their relationships and even their thoughts. This extreme control leads to a society devoid of
individuality and free will, where people are reduced to mere cogs in the machine of the state.

The theme of control is a central aspect of “Brave New World” and reflects the fears of totalitarianism
and authoritarianism. Huxley’s novel warns against the dangers of a society where power is
concentrated in the hands of a few, and individual freedoms are sacrificed for the greater good. The
novel serves as a cautionary tale, reminding readers of the importance of maintaining personal

autonomy and resisting oppressive systems of control.

Conformity is another prevalent theme in “Brave New World.” The citizens are conditioned to embrace
the values and norms of the society, without questioning or challenging them. Individuality is seen as



a threat to the stability of the society, and any deviation from the established norms is met with
suspicion and disapproval. The citizens are discouraged from thinking critically and are instead
encouraged to embrace the consumerist culture and mindless entertainment that the government
provides. This lack of critical thinking and independent thought leads to a society that is devoid of
creativity, diversity, and genuine human connection.

The loss of humanity is a consequence of the control and conformity present in “Brave New World.”
The citizens are reduced to mere consumers, driven by their desires for instant gratification and
hedonistic pleasures. The government has stripped them of their humanity, turning them into
mindless drones who exist solely to serve the state. The absence of genuine emotions, relationships,
and experiences leaves the citizens feeling empty and disconnected from themselves and others. The
novel serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of preserving our humanity and cultivating
genuine connections with others, in a world dominated by technology and consumerism.

The themes of control, conformity, and the loss of humanity in “Brave New World” resonate with our
contemporary society. In today’s world, we are increasingly reliant on technology and consumerism,
which can lead to a loss of individuality and genuine human connection. The novel serves as a
warning against the dangers of sacrificing personal autonomy and freedom for the sake of stability
and happiness. It challenges us to question the values and norms of our society and to resist
oppressive systems of control and conformity.

In conclusion, “Brave New World” presents a dystopian vision of a society where control, conformity,
and the loss of humanity prevail. The novel serves as a cautionary tale, warning against the dangers
of a world driven by consumerism and social control. Huxley’s exploration of these themes challenges
us to reflect on our own society and the values that we hold dear. It urges us to resist oppressive
systems of control and conformity, and to strive for a world where individuality, freedom, and genuine
human connection are cherished and preserved.
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