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Edward Said’s seminal work “Orientalism” has had a profound impact on the field of postcolonial

studies, particularly in its examination of how Western representations of the East have shaped the

construction of national identity in postcolonial states. This essay will critically analyze Said’s

arguments in “Orientalism” and assess their relevance to the construction of national identity in

postcolonial states.

Said’s central thesis in “Orientalism” is that the West has constructed a distorted and essentialized

image of the East, which has served to justify colonial domination and perpetuate a sense of cultural

superiority. This orientalist discourse, according to Said, has not only shaped Western perceptions of

the East but has also been internalized by the colonized peoples themselves, influencing their own

conceptions of identity and culture. Said argues that the orientalist discourse has had a profound

impact on the construction of national identity in postcolonial states, as it has influenced how these

states define themselves in relation to the West and the East.

One of the key ways in which orientalism has impacted the construction of national identity in

postcolonial states is through the perpetuation of stereotypes and myths about the East. These

stereotypes and myths, according to Said, have served to exoticize and dehumanize the East,

portraying it as a timeless and unchanging “other” that is fundamentally different from the West. This

orientalist discourse, Said contends, has influenced how postcolonial states have sought to define

their own national identity, often in opposition to the orientalist image constructed by the West.

Moreover, orientalism has also impacted the construction of national identity in postcolonial states

through the internalization of the orientalist discourse by the colonized peoples themselves. Said



argues that the orientalist discourse has influenced how the colonized peoples perceive themselves

and their own culture, often leading to a sense of inferiority and self-alienation. This internalization of

orientalism, according to Said, has had a profound impact on the construction of national identity in

postcolonial states, as it has influenced how these states define themselves in relation to the West

and the East.

In addition, orientalism has also impacted the construction of national identity in postcolonial states

through its influence on the representation of the East in literature, art, and popular culture. Said

argues that the orientalist discourse has shaped how the East has been represented in Western

cultural productions, often perpetuating stereotypes and myths about the East. This representation of

the East, according to Said, has had a profound impact on how postcolonial states have sought to

define their own national identity, often in opposition to the orientalist image constructed by the West.

However, it is important to note that Said’s argument has been subject to critique. Some scholars

have argued that Said’s portrayal of orientalism as a monolithic and all-encompassing discourse

overlooks the diversity and complexity of Western representations of the East. Additionally, some

have contended that Said’s emphasis on the impact of orientalism on the construction of national

identity in postcolonial states overlooks the agency of the colonized peoples themselves in shaping

their own identity and culture.

Edward Said’s “Orientalism” has had a profound impact on the field of postcolonial studies,

particularly in its examination of how Western representations of the East have shaped the

construction of national identity in postcolonial states. Said’s argument that orientalism has impacted

the construction of national identity in postcolonial states through the perpetuation of stereotypes and

myths about the East, the internalization of the orientalist discourse by the colonized peoples

themselves, and the influence of orientalism on the representation of the East in literature, art, and

popular culture, has provided a critical framework for understanding the complex dynamics of identity

and power in the postcolonial world. However, it is important to critically assess Said’s arguments and

consider the diversity and complexity of the impact of orientalism on the construction of national

identity in postcolonial states.
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