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The #EndSARS protest, which began in October 2020, has had a profound impact on police reform
and accountability in Nigeria. The protest, which was sparked by widespread anger and frustration at
police brutality and the lack of accountability within the Nigerian Police Force, has brought about
significant changes in the country’s approach to law enforcement and governance. This essay will
explore the impact of the #EndSARS protest on police reform and accountability in Nigeria, examining
the changes that have occurred as a result of the protest and the challenges that still remain.

Increased Focus on Police Reform

One of the most significant impacts of the #EndSARS protest has been the increased focus on police
reform in Nigeria. The protest brought widespread attention to the issue of police brutality and
highlighted the urgent need for reform within the Nigerian Police Force. As a result of the protest, the
government has been forced to acknowledge the need for change and has taken steps to address the
issue. For example, in October 2020, the Inspector General of Police announced the disbandment of
the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), the notorious police unit that was at the center of the
#ENdSARS protest. This move was widely seen as a direct response to the demands of the
protesters and a recognition of the need for significant reform within the police force.

In addition to the disbandment of SARS, the #EndSARS protest has also led to calls for broader
police reform in Nigeria. The protest has sparked a national conversation about the need to overhaul
the entire police force and to address issues such as corruption, lack of training, and inadequate
resources. As a result, the government has taken steps to address these issues, including the



establishment of judicial panels of inquiry to investigate allegations of police brutality and to
recommend reforms. These panels have been crucial in bringing to light the extent of police brutality
in Nigeria and have provided a platform for victims to seek justice.

Impact on Police Accountability

Furthermore, the #EndSARS protest has also had a significant impact on police accountability in
Nigeria. The protest has brought about a greater level of scrutiny and oversight of the police force,
leading to increased accountability for officers who engage in misconduct. The widespread attention
on police brutality and the demands for accountability have forced the government to take action to
address these issues. For example, the government has committed to prosecuting officers who have
been implicated in cases of police brutality, and has also pledged to implement measures to hold the
police force accountable for their actions.

Challenges that Remain

Despite the progress that has been made as a result of the #EndSARS protest, there are still
significant challenges that remain in the effort to reform the Nigerian Police Force and ensure greater
accountability. One of the major challenges is the resistance to change from within the police force
itself. Many officers are resistant to reform and continue to engage in misconduct, despite the
government’s efforts to address the issue. This resistance has made it difficult to implement
meaningful change within the police force and has hindered efforts to improve accountability.

Another challenge is the lack of resources and infrastructure within the police force. The Nigerian
Police Force is severely underfunded and lacks the necessary resources to effectively carry out their
duties. This lack of resources has contributed to the culture of impunity and lack of accountability
within the police force, making it difficult to address issues of misconduct and corruption.

The #EndSARS protest has had a profound impact on police reform and accountability in Nigeria. The
protest has brought about significant changes within the Nigerian Police Force and has led to
increased focus on the need for reform and accountability. However, there are still significant
challenges that remain, including resistance to change within the police force and lack of resources. It
is crucial for the government to continue to address these challenges and to work towards meaningful
reform within the police force in order to ensure the safety and security of all Nigerians.
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