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Born in 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was raised in a devout Hindu

family. He studied law in London and became a barrister, but his experiences with racism and

injustice in South Africa led him to become an activist for Indian rights. It was during his time in South

Africa that Gandhi developed his concept of Satyagraha, or nonviolent resistance, as a method of

peaceful protest and civil disobedience.

Gandhi returned to India in 1915 and quickly became involved in the Indian independence movement.

He advocated for the rights of the poor and oppressed, and his philosophy of nonviolent resistance

gained widespread support. Gandhi’s leadership was instrumental in the Salt March of 1930, a pivotal

event in the struggle for Indian independence. The march, in which thousands of Indians walked 240

miles to the Arabian Sea to collect salt in defiance of British salt taxes, garnered international

attention and support for the Indian cause.

Gandhi’s commitment to nonviolence and his emphasis on moral and spiritual principles made him a

revered figure in India and around the world. His philosophy of Satyagraha influenced many other

leaders and movements, including Martin Luther King Jr. in the United States and Nelson Mandela in

South Africa. Gandhi’s influence on these and other leaders is a testament to the universality and

timelessness of his ideas.

In addition to his political activism, Gandhi was also a proponent of social and economic reform. He

promoted self-reliance, community cooperation, and the idea of Sarvodaya, or the welfare of all.

Gandhi believed in the equality of all people, regardless of caste, religion, or social status, and he

worked to eradicate the injustices of the caste system and promote the rights of women and the

untouchables.



Gandhi’s commitment to nonviolence and his emphasis on moral and spiritual principles made him a

revered figure in India and around the world. His philosophy of Satyagraha influenced many other

leaders and movements, including Martin Luther King Jr. in the United States and Nelson Mandela in

South Africa. Gandhi’s influence on these and other leaders is a testament to the universality and

timelessness of his ideas.

In conclusion, Mahatma Gandhi’s impact on the world was profound and far-reaching. His philosophy

of nonviolent resistance, his commitment to social and economic reform, and his advocacy for the

rights of all people continue to inspire and influence movements for justice and freedom. Gandhi’s

legacy as a leader, thinker, and moral exemplar is one that will endure for generations to come.
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