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Steve Biko, a South African anti-apartheid activist and leader of the Black Consciousness Movement,
was a pivotal figure in the fight against racial oppression and inequality. Biko’s writings and speeches
played a significant role in inspiring global human rights advocacy and promoting racial equality. This
essay will explore how Biko’s voice, through his writings, contributed to the advancement of racial
equality and inspired a global movement for human rights.

Background on Steve Biko

Steve Biko was born in 1946 in South Africa, during the height of racial segregation and apartheid. He
became involved in anti-apartheid activism during his time as a medical student at the University of
Natal, where he co-founded the South African Students’ Organization (SASO) in 1968. Biko’s
involvement in the Black Consciousness Movement, which sought to empower and mobilize black
South Africans to assert their dignity and humanity, led to his arrest and subsequent death in police
custody in 1977.

Throughout his activism, Biko emphasized the importance of black pride and self-reliance, and his
writings reflected his commitment to challenging the oppressive system of apartheid. Biko’s influential
book, “I Write What | Like,” compiled a collection of his writings, speeches, and interviews, and has
become a cornerstone of anti-apartheid literature.

The Power of Biko’s Writings

Biko’s writings were characterized by their clarity, passion, and uncompromising stance against racial



oppression. In “I Write What | Like,” he articulately expressed the experiences and aspirations of
black South Africans, providing a powerful and unapologetic voice for those who had long been

marginalized and silenced.

Through his writings, Biko challenged the dehumanization of black people under apartheid, asserting
the inherent worth and dignity of every individual. His words resonated with people not only in South
Africa but around the world, inspiring a global movement for racial equality and human rights.

Inspiring Global Human Rights Advocacy

Biko’s writings had a profound impact on the global human rights community, sparking solidarity and
activism in support of the anti-apartheid struggle. His emphasis on the importance of self-awareness
and consciousness-raising inspired people to confront and challenge systems of oppression in their

own communities and beyond.

Biko’s legacy continues to inspire human rights advocates and activists, serving as a reminder of the
power of voice in effecting meaningful change. His writings have been instrumental in shaping the
discourse on racial equality and social justice, and his ideas continue to resonate with those fighting
for human rights across the world.

Conclusion

Steve Biko’s writings and speeches were instrumental in advancing the cause of racial equality and
inspiring a global movement for human rights. His uncompromising stance against apartheid and his
advocacy for black pride and self-determination continue to resonate with people around the world,
serving as a powerful reminder of the transformative power of voice in effecting positive change. As
we reflect on Biko’s legacy, we are reminded of the enduring significance of his contributions to the
struggle for human rights and racial justice.
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