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In "1984," Big Brother is the personification of the omnipresent surveillance state. The citizens of

Oceania live under constant scrutiny, monitored through telescreens that watch their every move and

record their every word. Winston, the novel's protagonist, reflects on this pervasive surveillance,

stating, "Always the eyes watching you and the voice enveloping you. Asleep or awake, working or

eating, indoors or out of doors, in the bath or in bed—no escape. Nothing was your own except the

few cubic centimeters inside your skull" (Orwell, 1984).

This level of surveillance is staggering in its reach and intrusiveness. It not only invades personal

privacy but also stifles individuality and free thought. The citizens of Oceania are never free from the

prying eyes of Big Brother, and this constant surveillance shapes their behavior and even their

thoughts. They learn to conform and repress any dissenting ideas, for the consequences of defiance

are severe, often leading to arrest, torture, and death at the hands of the Thought Police.

Winston's experiences underscore the extent to which the surveillance state controlled by Big Brother

permeates every aspect of life. Even his private moments, such as those spent in his apartment, are

tainted by the presence of the telescreen. The very act of writing in his diary is a subversive act, an

attempt to retain some semblance of individuality and personal expression in a world where such

concepts are almost entirely eradicated.

The pervasive surveillance in Oceania serves as a powerful tool to maintain control over the

population. It instills fear and conformity among the citizens, as they dare not entertain dissenting

thoughts. The knowledge that Big Brother is always watching ensures that even the most private and

intimate moments are subject to scrutiny. This loss of personal freedom is a central theme in the



novel, illustrating how the presence of Big Brother extinguishes the very essence of individuality.

The Manipulation of Language

Big Brother's influence is not limited to the physical realm; it extends into the realm of language and

communication. The Party, under Big Brother's guidance, systematically distorts language through

Newspeak, a constructed language designed to eliminate unorthodox thoughts. Newspeak reduces

the range of thought by removing words and concepts that could be used to express dissent. Syme, a

character in the novel, explains this concept, saying, "Don't you see that the whole aim of Newspeak

is to narrow the range of thought? In the end, we shall make thoughtcrime literally impossible

because there will be no words in which to express it" (Orwell, 1984).

The manipulation of language is a chilling example of how Big Brother controls not only the actions

but also the very thoughts of the citizens. By eliminating words that could express dissent or rebellion,

the Party ensures that rebellion itself becomes inconceivable. The use of language as a tool of

oppression is particularly insidious because it goes beyond surveillance and directly affects the

individual's ability to think freely.

As language is restricted and simplified through Newspeak, the range of ideas that can be expressed

diminishes. Concepts like freedom, rebellion, and individuality become increasingly difficult to

articulate. This linguistic manipulation serves to narrow the boundaries of thought, rendering any form

of dissent almost impossible to conceive. In this way, Big Brother's control extends into the very fabric

of human communication, reinforcing the dominance of the Party and stifling any potential challenges

to its authority.

Suppression of Dissent

Big Brother's reign is characterized by the ruthless suppression of dissent. The Thought Police, an

omnipresent force, arrest and punish those who dare to question the Party's authority or express

unorthodox thoughts. Winston's diary, a symbol of his private rebellion against Big Brother, becomes

a dangerous artifact that could lead to his downfall. When Winston is captured, O'Brien, a high-

ranking Party member, tells him, "You will be annihilated in the past as well as in the future. You will

never have existed" (Orwell, 1984).

The suppression of dissent is a central theme in "1984," and it is emblematic of Big Brother's
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unrelenting grip on power. The Thought Police operate with impunity, arresting and disappearing

individuals who exhibit even the slightest signs of defiance. The use of torture and reprogramming

techniques further illustrates the lengths to which Big Brother will go to crush any opposition.

Winston's transformation during his time at the Ministry of Love is a testament to the effectiveness of

Big Brother's methods of suppression. Under torture, Winston renounces his love for Julia, betrays his

own beliefs, and professes his loyalty to Big Brother. His spirit is broken, and he becomes a loyal

adherent of the Party's ideology. This transformation is not driven by genuine conviction but by the

fear of further punishment and the desire to avoid the horrors of Room 101.

The extreme measures taken to suppress dissent reveal the Party's paranoia and its unwavering

commitment to maintaining absolute control over the minds and actions of its citizens. The erasure of

individuals' identities and the rewriting of history, as exemplified by Winston's fate, emphasize the

extent to which Big Brother seeks to obliterate any traces of rebellion and ensure that its rule is

unquestioned and eternal.

Conclusion

Big Brother, as depicted in George Orwell's "1984," is a symbol of totalitarianism's ability to subdue

individual freedom and control society. Through the surveillance state, manipulation of language, and

suppression of dissent, Big Brother's dominance is absolute. Citizens in Oceania live in perpetual

fear, stripped of their autonomy and silenced by the Party's oppressive regime. The novel serves as a

stark warning of the dangers of unchecked government power and the erosion of personal freedom.

In the face of Big Brother's tyranny, the novel challenges us to value the importance of individual

thought, freedom of expression, and the resilience of the human spirit.
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In conclusion, George Orwell's portrayal of Big Brother in "1984" serves as a haunting reminder of the

consequences of unchecked authority and the erosion of individual freedom. Through the lens of the

surveillance state, the manipulation of language, and the ruthless suppression of dissent, Orwell

paints a grim picture of a society in which personal autonomy and free thought are sacrificed on the

altar of totalitarianism. The omnipresent figure of Big Brother looms over every aspect of life in

Oceania, extinguishing the sparks of rebellion and individuality. As readers, we are compelled to
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reflect on the importance of safeguarding our freedoms and resisting the encroachment of

authoritarianism, lest we find ourselves in a world where Big Brother's watchful eye and iron fist reign

supreme.
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