Free Essay Example

The Impact of the Declaration of
Independence on American Society

630 words (4 min read) | 1 pages

Categories: Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence, drafted by Thomas Jefferson and adopted by the Continental
Congress on July 4, 1776, is one of the most important documents in American history. It not only
declared the independence of the thirteen American colonies from British rule but also laid the
foundation for the American society and government as we know it today. This essay will explore the
impact of the Declaration of Independence on American society and government, focusing on the
principles it enshrines, the rights it asserts, and the legacy it has left for future generations.

Principles Enshrined

One of the most significant impacts of the Declaration of Independence on American society and
government is the principles it enshrines. The Declaration asserts the fundamental principles of
natural rights, popular sovereignty, and the social contract. It states that all men are created equal
and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. This idea of natural rights, derived from the Enlightenment philosophy of John Locke,
has had a profound impact on American society and government. It has shaped the American belief
in individual rights and liberties, and has influenced the development of the American legal and
political system.

The Declaration of Independence also asserts the principle of popular sovereignty, which holds that
the source of governmental power lies with the people. This idea has had a lasting impact on
American government, as it has shaped the American system of representative democracy. The
Declaration further establishes the concept of the social contract, which holds that government



derives its legitimacy from the consent of the governed. This principle has influenced the American
understanding of the role of government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

Rights Asserted

Another significant impact of the Declaration of Independence on American society and government
is the rights it asserts. The Declaration proclaims the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
as unalienable rights that cannot be taken away by any government. This assertion of individual rights
has become a cornerstone of American society and government, and has influenced the development
of American laws and institutions. The Declaration also asserts the right of the people to alter or
abolish a government that becomes destructive of their rights, and to institute a new government
based on the principles of liberty and justice. This idea of the right to revolution has had a profound
impact on American political thought, and has influenced the American tradition of resistance to
tyranny and unjust government.

Legacy

The legacy of the Declaration of Independence is also evident in the development of American
society and government. The Declaration has served as a source of inspiration for generations of
Americans, and has been invoked by movements for civil rights, women'’s rights, and other social and
political causes. Its principles have been enshrined in the United States Constitution and other legal
documents, and have shaped the development of American law and jurisprudence. The Declaration
has also had a lasting impact on the American understanding of democracy and freedom, and has
influenced the American identity as a nation committed to the principles of liberty and equality.

Conclusion
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In conclusion, the Declaration of Independence has had a profound impact on American society and
government. Its principles of natural rights, popular sovereignty, and the social contract have shaped
the American understanding of individual rights and liberties, and have influenced the development of
American laws and institutions. Its assertion of the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happinesshas
become a cornerstone of American society and government, and its legacy is evident in the
development of American democracy and freedom. The Declaration of Independence remains a
foundational document in American history, and its impact on American society and government

continues to be felt today.
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