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The New Deal, a series of economic and social reforms enacted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt
in response to the Great Depression, is one of the most significant periods in American history. The
New Deal aimed to provide relief, recovery, and reform to the United States and its citizens, and it
had a lasting impact on the federal government’s power and social welfare policies. This essay will
evaluate the long-term effects of the New Deal on federal government power and social welfare
policies, and argue that the New Deal had a profound and lasting impact on both.

Expansion of Federal Government Power



First and foremost, the New Deal significantly expanded the federal government’s power andinfluence
in the economy and society. Prior to the New Deal, the federal government had a limitedrole in
regulating the economy and providing social welfare programs. However, the New Dealmarked a
dramatic shift in the government’s role, as it introduced a wide range of new agencies andprograms
aimed at addressing the economic and social challenges of the Great Depression. Forexample, the
Social Security Act of 1935 established a system of old-age, unemployment, andsurvivors’ insurance,
which represented a fundamental expansion of the federal government’s role inproviding social
welfare to its citizens. Additionally, the New Deal created the Securities andExchange Commission to
regulate the stock market and prevent another financial crash, and theFederal Deposit Insurance
Corporation to insure bank deposits and restore confidence in the bankingsystem. These and other
New Deal programs and agencies significantly expanded the federalgovernment’s power and
influence, and set a precedent for future government intervention in theeconomy and society.

Lasting Impact on Social Welfare Policies

Furthermore, the New Deal had a lasting impact on social welfare policies in the United States. The
New Deal introduced a range of new social welfare programs aimed at providing relief to those most
affected by the Great Depression, and many of these programs have had a lasting impact on social
welfare policies in the United States. For example, the Social Security Act of 1935 established a
system of old-age, unemployment, and survivors’ insurance that continues to provide essential
support to millions of Americans. Additionally, the New Deal introduced the Works Progress
Administration, which provided employment opportunities to millions of Americans and laid the
groundwork for future government job creation programs. These and other New Deal programs and
initiatives set a precedent for the federal government’s role in providing social welfare to its citizens,
and have had a lasting impact on social welfare policies in the United States.

Conclusion

The New Deal had a profound and lasting impact on federal government power and social welfare
policies in the United States. The New Deal significantly expanded the federal government’s power
and influence in the economy and society, and introduced a range of new social welfare programs
that have had a lasting impact on social welfare policies in the United States. The New Deal
represented a dramatic shift in the government’s role in the economy and society, and set a
precedent for future government intervention in the economy and society. As such, the New Deal’s
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legacy continues to be felt in the present day, and its impact on federal government power and social
welfare policies cannot be overstated.
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