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Assam, located in the northeastern part of India, has a rich cultural heritage that is
reflected in its literature. Assamese literature has evolved over the centuries, influenced
by various factors such as history, religion, politics, and society. In this essay, we will
explore the evolution of Assamese literature, tracing the influences and changes over
time.

Ancient Period

Assamese literature has its roots in the ancient period, with the first literary works dating
back to the 9th century. The earliest works were in the form of poetry, known as
‘Charyapada,’ which were composed by Buddhist monks. These poems were written in
the Sanskrit language and dealt with themes of love, nature, and spirituality.

During the medieval period, Assamese literature saw the influence of the Bhakti
movement, with the emergence of devotional poetry. Notable poets such as Srimanta
Sankardev and Madhavdev played a significant role in popularizing bhakti poetry in
Assam. The Vaishnavite literature of this period focused on themes of devotion, love, and
morality.
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Colonial Period

The colonial period marked a significant shift in Assamese literature, with the introduction
of Western literary forms and styles. The British colonial rule brought modern education to
Assam, leading to the emergence of a new generation of writers who were influenced by
Western literature.

During this period, Assamese literature was characterized by the influence of realism and
social reform. Writers such as Lakshminath Bezbarua and Hemchandra Goswami were
instrumental in introducing realism in Assamese literature, highlighting social issues such
as poverty, inequality, and injustice.

Post-Independence Period

After India gained independence in 1947, Assamese literature witnessed a renewed sense
of cultural identity and pride. Writers during this period focused on themes of Assamese
nationalism, regionalism, and identity politics.

The post-independence period also saw the emergence of new literary movements and
trends in Assamese literature. Writers such as Birendra Kumar Bhattacharyya and Homen
Borgohain experimented with new forms and styles, pushing the boundaries of traditional
Assamese literature.

Contemporary Period

In the contemporary period, Assamese literature continues to evolve, reflecting the
changing social, political, and cultural landscape of Assam.
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Writers are increasingly exploring themes of globalization, urbanization, and
environmental degradation in their works.

Furthermore, the rise of digital platforms and social media has transformed the way
literature is consumed and produced in Assam. Writers are now reaching a wider
audience through online platforms, giving rise to new forms of literary expression.

Conclusion

The evolution of Assamese literature has been shaped by a diverse range of influences,
from ancient poetry to modern digital platforms. Despite the changes and challenges,
Assamese literature continues to thrive, offering a unique insight into the culture and
heritage of Assam.

As we continue to trace the influences and changes in Assamese literature, it becomes
evident that the rich literary tradition of Assam will continue to inspire and influence
generations to come.
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