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"A Raisin in the Sun" by Lorraine Hansberry is a powerful play that explores the themes of
dreams and hope in the face of adversity. The Younger family, living in a cramped
apartment on the south side of Chicago, grapples with their individual dreams and
aspirations for a better life. Through the characters of Lena, Walter, Beneatha, and Ruth,
Hansberry delves into the complexities of pursuing one's dreams in a society plagued by
racial discrimination and economic challenges.

One of the central characters in the play is Lena Younger, also known as Mama. As the
matriarch of the family, Mama is a symbol of hope and resilience. Despite facing
numerous setbacks and disappointments in her life, Mama holds onto her dream of
owning a house with a garden where her family can thrive. This dream represents her
desire for stability and security, a longing for a better future for her children and
grandchildren. Mama's unwavering faith in the power of dreams inspires the other
members of the family to believe in the possibility of a brighter tomorrow.

Walter Lee Younger, Mama's son, is driven by his own dreams of financial success and
independence. Walter dreams of investing in a liquor store with his friends, believing that
this venture will bring him the wealth and respect he so desperately craves. However,
Walter's obsession with money blinds him to the needs and aspirations of his family,
leading to conflict and discord within the household. Despite his flaws, Walter's dream is a
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reflection of his desire to break free from the cycle of poverty and oppression that has
defined his existence.

Beneatha Younger, Mama's daughter, is a young woman with her own dreams of
becoming a doctor. Beneatha's ambition and intellect set her apart from the traditional
gender roles of her time, challenging societal expectations and conventions. Throughout
the play, Beneatha grapples with existential questions about identity and purpose,
searching for meaning in a world that often denies her agency and autonomy.
Beneatha's dream of becoming a doctor symbolizes her quest for self-actualization and
empowerment, a pursuit that is both personal and political in nature.

Ruth Younger, Walter's wife, exemplifies the resilience and strength of African American
women in the face of adversity. Ruth's dream is simple yet profound - to create a loving
and harmonious family life for her husband and son. Despite the challenges and
hardships she faces, Ruth remains steadfast in her commitment to her family, working
tirelessly to hold them together in the midst of turmoil and uncertainty. Ruth's dream
reflects the enduring power of love and solidarity in the face of systemic oppression and
injustice.

Overall, "A Raisin in the Sun" underscores the transformative power of dreams and hope in
the pursuit of a better life. Through the experiences of the Younger family, Lorraine
Hansberry explores the complexities of the human spirit and the resilience of the human
heart. In a world plagued by inequality and division, the play reminds us of the
importance of holding onto our dreams and beliefs, even in the darkest of times. As
Mama eloquently states, "Child, when do you think is the time to love somebody the
most? When they have done good and made things easy for everybody? Well then, you
ain't through learning – because that ain't the time at all.
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