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On August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his historic 'I Have a Dream' speech
from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. The speech, which called for an
end to racism and equality for all, has since become one of the most iconic speeches in
American history. However, it is King's lesser-known speech, 'A Stone of Hope,' delivered at
the dedication of the Martin Luther King Jr. National Memorial on October 16, 2011, that truly
reflects the strength and perseverance of the Civil Rights Movement.

King's 'A Stone of Hope' speech, named for a line from his 'I Have a Dream' speech, pays
tribute to the countless individuals who fought for civil rights and equality in America. In
the speech, King acknowledges the challenges and struggles faced by those who came
before him, and emphasizes the importance of continuing the fight for social justice and
equality. He honors the legacy of civil rights activists such as Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers,
and Malcolm X, who made sacrifices and faced persecution in the pursuit of a more just
society.

One of the key themes of King's 'A Stone of Hope' speech is the idea of perseverance in
the face of adversity. King reminds his audience that progress is not always easy or
immediate, and that social change often requires unwavering determination and
courage. He cites the struggles of the Civil Rights Movement, including the Montgomery
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Bus Boycott, the March on Washington, and the Selma to Montgomery marches, as
examples of the power of perseverance in the face of oppression and discrimination.
King's emphasis on perseverance in his 'A Stone of Hope' speech is particularly relevant in
today's world, where issues of racial inequality, police brutality, and systemic oppression
continue to plague society. Despite the progress made since the Civil Rights Movement,
the fight for racial justice and equality is far from over. King's message of perseverance
serves as a reminder that social change is a long and difficult process, but one that is
essential for creating a more just and equitable society.

Furthermore, King's 'A Stone of Hope' speech highlights the importance of unity and
solidarity in the pursuit of social justice. King emphasizes the need for individuals to come
together across racial, cultural, and socioeconomic lines to work towards a common goal
of equality and justice for all. He calls on his audience to reject division and hate, and to
embrace love and understanding as the driving forces behind their activism.

The legacy of King's 'A Stone of Hope' speech lives on today in the continued struggle for
civil rights and social justice. The speech serves as a powerful reminder of the strength
and perseverance of the Civil Rights Movement, and the importance of continuing to fight
for equality and justice in our society. As we reflect on King's words, we are inspired to
continue the work of those who came before us, and to remain steadfast in our
commitment to building a more just and inclusive world for all.
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